The True Meaning Of Apostate

According to God's Word

The topic of fAapostasyo is one of utmost i mportance f
at this time. Because pointing to someone and labeling them an /7 a p o s ltagalfeen@oming up more often, it

seems, recently on a congregational level. We have been forced to examine this issue and really understand

what the bible is teaching, and the true meaning of the word.

It is a plain fact, many onésses)havd beanovmongly dceubed or mbeleds Wi t
as being an fAnapostateo even for questioning things

In fact, we could even go as far as to say that this is RELIGIOUS ABUSE which is occurring in one case after
another,ri ght now within numerous congregations of Jehova

One of the reasons that this is an issue we need to be absolutely sure about is that the consequences for

being an fiapostated are so s evVv @asshblycaldeapersanrabugdliss, e c har
devastating to be sure. To put it plainly, it could ruin your life. Some of the possible things a person could

lose would include his closest friends, the entire congregation, perhaps his job, maybe relationships with
members of his family would be forever taken away, ir
children, wife or husband, in-laws. You could lose your home, your good reputation in the community,

neighbors may even hear about this personbeing cal | ed an fAapostatedo and thro
Hall. It could leave a person totally and completely standing a/one, with nobody speaking to him or even

looking at him when in public. How tragic!

So, out of love for our brothers and sisters, w e should make every effort to be careful before we label anyone

as an fapostateodo based only on wh amadesradiiomsoordlgs. Wel s e s a)
should know exactly why some should be | abenweudithen @ a |
proper to | abel someone an fAapostate?0 Indeed, we shic
deviated from Jehovahoés | aws, and divine truth. Al s o,
shunned (or disfellowshipped/ di sassoci ated)? We should | et Godods Wc
whet her one is truly an fAapostateo or not, in Jehoval
Should a person be, spiritually-s pea ki ng, fAburned at t he st akeinspired emi ni
hate actions expressed in the infamous Spanish Inquisitionsand Sa/ em A Wi tod had hfeumpfast ? | r

this the type of activity that Jesus warned his disciples against at John 16:2, 3 which says:

2 Men will expel YOU from the synagogue. In fact, the hour is coming when everyone that kills YOU will
imagine he has rendered a sacred service to God.® But they will do these things because they have not come
to know either the Father or me. -- New World Translation

We all recall, the Watchtower Society has made it clear that the most loathsome, the most despicable
character, the one to be fAhatedod by all Christians, i
is the absolute worst thing a per s onispadicularwerd (appsiasy) | et ¢



that has stirred up so many in the organization of Je
information, as it discusses this topic, in detail, for our benefit.

Please see below information taken from 7 h e EFPROR T 0 ,Bages 65 thru 270 on\just this timely
subject under the subheading entitled, " Apost asy. 0
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Therefore, this particular attitude was not of itself a commendable
attitude among Jewish Christians. No, not at all. In fact, in spite of
Christ’s excellent example, (as mentioned at Luke 7:1-10) Peter, at a
later time had to be corrected by Paul concerning certain treatment
of "gentile" Christians in the area of Antioch. Yes, some of the Jewish
Christians from Jerusalem evidently felt it was inappropriate to even
"eat a meal" with a "gentile" brother. (See Galatians 2:11-14) Clearly,
these Jewish Christians were overly influenced by the Pharisees who
had become believers! In fact, it was no doubt these same ex-Pharisees
who somehow stirred up the greater controversy of whether the
Christian "gentiles" should get circumcised or not. — Acts 15:1-3, 5

; Therefore, which attitude do you think Jesus, advocated? Do you
think that Jesus was really recommending to his disciples that they
should treat people the way the Pharisees treated people outside
their "circle?" In fact, we should ask ourselves, when have we known
Jesus to recommend any attitude exhibited by the Pharisees as being
worthy of imitation? To the contrary, Jesus plainly said of the
Pharasees and religious leaders of his day:

"For I say to you that if your righteousness does not abound
more than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will be no

means enter into the kingdom of the heavens." — Matthew
5:20

Certainly, Jesus Christ would not under any circumstances recommend

the Pharisees and their viewpoints to anyone who wanted to become a
sincere follower of his. No, this was not what he meant at Matthew
18:17. Therefore, Jesus did not adopt an extreme viewpoint, one like
the fanatical JEWS of his time, and neither did he advocate such a
position among his disciples! Jesus advocated the Golden Rule —
"do unto others as you would have them do unto you." That was the
whole point of the Law Covenant! (Matthew 7:12 KIV) Yes, Jesus
prescribed the "merciful" course, as we should do today! — Matthew
5:7. Nevertheless, someone will say: "That’s alright for someone who
is ‘disfellowshipped,” but how about an ‘apostate?™

APOSTASY

An "apostate???" Yes, an "apostate." The Watchtower Society has
made it clear that the most loathsome, the most despicable character,
the one to be "hated" by all Christians, is an "apostate.” To the
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Watchtower Society, an "apostate” is the absolute worse thing a
person can be. Well, before we go any further, let’s get a little
background on this particular word that has stirred up so many in the
organization of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

The term apostasy is taken from the Greek expression "apostasia".
According to the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance this word means:

"a defection from truth; a falling away, to forsake [truth]."
The Thayer’s Greek Lexicon defines apostasia as:

"a falling away, defection, apostasy in the Bible namely from
true religion."

The Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words describes "apostasia"
as:

"a defection, revolt, apostasy, used in the New Testament of
religious apostasy." '

IMPORTANT POINT: the word "apostasia” [which translates
apostasy| is only used twice in the New Testament or Greek
Scriptures. The Greek expression "apostasia” is found at:

(@)  Aects 21:21, where a charge was brought against Paul of being
such, and

(b) 1 Thessalonians 2:3, where the coming "man of lawlessness"
is discussed.

Therefore, the word is quite unigue in its usage and very specific in its
meaning within the Greek text.

In Hebrew there is no exact equivalent for the word "apostasia,"
however, the word showbab, is a close rendering and has been
translated as "apostasy” in some translations of the Bible. In fact,
according to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, showbab can actually
mean "apostate, i.e. idolatrous: backsliding forwardly, turn away."

Wilson’s Old Testament Word Studies defines Showbab as being:




'SCRIPTURALLY ADMINISTERING DISCIPLINE PAGE 267

"rebellious, backsliding."

Therefore, it is clear that true "apostasy,” in either the Hebrew or
Greek text, really means a complete defection from true religion or
Divine Truth. However, have you ever investigated just how the
Watchtower Society defines "apostasy?" If you haven’t you may find
the following discussion quite disturbing. Let’s notice the following.

AN "APOSTATE" — ACCORDING TO
THE WATCH TOWER SOCIETY

According to the publication Insight On The Scriptures, volume I, page
127 par. 2, the Watch Tower Society makes the following points
regarding those considered to be apostate.

1) "...Whilestill making profession of faith in God’s Word, apostates
may forsake his service by treating lightly the preaching and
teaching work that he assigned to followers of Jesus Christ."

In other words, one who takes "lightly" the "preaching" work as
defined by the Watch Tower Society, namely the door-to-door
ministry, and ceases to engage in such is to be classified as an
"apostate."” — See THE "REPORT" Chapter 5 on the lack of
scriptural support for the "door-to-door" ministry.

2) Also, an "apostate" may claim to be serving God but rejects
representatives from His "visible organization," again, namely that
of the Watchtower Society. — Matthew 24:45-51

In other words, an "apostate" is anyone who does not strictly obey
what the Watch Tower Society says. Sound familiar? But there’s
more. '

3) And finally, "apostates” often seek to make others their followers.
(2 Peter 2:1,3)

The article concludes the matter by making the following bold
statement:

4) "Such ones willfully abandoning the Christian congregation
thereby become part of the ANTICHRIST."
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